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The only light in my then dark life was school. The schools of TSISHO 1921-1939

100 years ago the New Jewish School Organization (TSISHO) was founded in Warsaw. Under its
influence, all Jewish secular schools with Yiddish as the language of instruction in Poland came
together. The organization was a compromise between activists affiliated with various political parties,
the majority with the Bund, Poale Tsiyon Left, Folks-Party as well as supporters of the so-called
democratic school. They were united by the dream of creating a uniform secular school, where children
from the Jewish street could study in their native language. The establishment of TSISHO was just the
beginning. The Organization had to the entire work of its schools without money or support from the
Polish authorities.

Only a small percentage of Jewish children from Poland attended TSISHO schools, but those who did,
described them as a second home. What was so special about TSISHO schools and what impact did
they have on their students? During the lecture we will look for answers to these questions using as
an example the TSISHO-school in Vysokaye, which is described by three teachers, graduates of the
Yiddish Teachers Seminary in Vilnius and a student, N. Zilber, who wrote about it in his autobiography
sent to the YIVO competition.



